152          MY AMERICAN FRIENDS

boy above sixteen who would not obey his
mother/' a remarkable instance at so early a
date of that curious double tendency in American
democracy to resent the interference of the law-
maker on the one hand and, on the other, to
make laws which would be unenforceable in
the most law-abiding of communities. Here, at
all events, is evidence that trouble with uncon-
trollable children is not a new thing in American
life. Even in those early days disobedience to
maternal authority must have gone to great
lengths to call for a penalty so severe. The girls
apparently were outside its scope. Whether this
means that the girls were more obedient to their
mothers than the boys is hard to say. So far
as my observation goes they are not more obedient
now, their " declaration of independence " being,
if anything, more emphatic than that of the boys.
Perhaps it was the merciful thought of the
Connecticut Fathers that the moral effect of
hanging a few boys would be enough to bring the
girls to heeL

It was during my last crossing the Atlantic
on one of the great liners that I was most im-
pressed by this aspect of American family life.
Among the passengers was a large number of
children accompanying their parents, most of
them of tender age. A more unruly lot I have
never encountered. The American lady, who
described them to me as " limbs of Satan, whose
life consisted of a perpetual yell/7 was not far